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§ 19A-49. Educational requirenents.

Each animal cruelty investigator at his own expense nust
attend annually a course of at |east six hours instruction
offered by the North Carolina Humane Federation or some other
agency. The course shall be designed to give the investigator
expertise in the investigation of conplaints relating to the
care and treatnent of animals. Failure to attend a course
approved by the board of county conm ssioners shall be cause for
renoval fromoffice. (1979, c. 808, s. 1.)

88 19A-50 through 19A-59. Reserved for future codification
pur poses.

ARTI CLE 5.
Spay/ Neut er Program

8§ 19A-60. Legislative findings.

The CGeneral Assenbly finds that the uncontroll ed breeding
of cats and dogs in the State has |ed to unacceptabl e nunbers of
unwant ed dogs, puppies and cats and kittens. These unwanted
ani mal s becone strays and constitute a public nuisance and a
public health hazard. The animals thenmsel ves suffer privation
and death, are inpounded, and nost are destroyed at great
expense to | ocal governments. It is the intention of the CGenera
Assenmbly to provide a voluntary means of funding a spay/neuter
programto provide financial assistance to |ocal governnents
offering | owincome persons reduced-cost spay/neuter services
for their dogs and cats and to provide a statew de education
program on the benefits of spaying and neutering pets.
(2000- 163, s. 1.)

8§ 19A-61. Spay/ Neuter Program established
There is established in the Departnent of Health and
Hurmen Services a statewi de programto foster the spaying and
neutering of dogs and cats for the purpose of reducing the
popul ati on of unwanted aninmals in the State. The program shal
consi st of the follow ng conponents:
(1) Education Program - The Department shall establish
a statewi de programto educate the public about the
benefits of having cats and dogs spayed and
neut ered. The Department may work cooperatively on
the programwith the North Carolina School of
Vet eri nary Medicine, other State agencies and
departments, county and city health departnents and
ani mal control agencies, and statew de and |oca
humane organi zati ons. The Departnent nmay enpl oy
outside consultants to assist with the education
program
(2) Local Spay/Neuter Assistance Program - The
Departnment shall adm nister the Spay/ Neuter Account
established in G S. 19A-62. Monies deposited in the
account shall be available to reinburse eligible
counties and cities for the direct costs of
spay/ neuter surgeries for cats and dogs made
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avail able to | owincone persons. (2000-163, s. 1.)

8§ 19A-62. Spay/ Neuter Account established.

(a)Creation. - The Spay/Neuter Account is established as
a nonreverting special revenue account in the Departnent of
Heal th and Human Services. The Account consists of the
fol |l owi ng:

(1) Fifty cents (50¢) of the fee inposed by G S
130A-190(c) on the costs of obtaining rabies
vacci nation tags fromthe Departnent of Health and
Human Servi ces.

(2) Ten dollars ($10.00) of the additional fee inposed
by G S. 20-79.7 for an Animal Lovers speci al
Iicense plate.

(3) Any other funds avail able from appropriations by
the General Assenbly or fromcontributions and
grants from public or private sources.

(b) Use. - The revenue in the Account shall be used by the
Department of Health and Human Services as foll ows:

(1) Twenty percent (20% shall be used to devel op and
i mpl ement the statew de education program conponent
of the Spay/Neuter Program established in G S.
19A-61(a).

(2) Up to twenty percent (20% of the nobney in the
Account may be used to defray the costs of
admi ni stering the Spay/ Neuter Program established
inthis Article.

(3) Funds remaining after deductions for the education
program and adm ni strative expenses shall be
distributed quarterly to eligible counties and
cities seeking rei mbursenent for reduced-cost
spay/ neut er surgeries performed during the previous
year. (2000-163, s. 1.)

8§ 19A-63. Eligibility for distributions from Spay/ Neuter
Account .
(a)A county or city is eligible for reinbursenment from
the Spay/ Neuter Account if it neets the follow ng condition:
(1) The county or city offers one or nore of the
followi ng progranms to | owincone persons on a
year-round basis for the purpose of reducing the
cost of spaying and neutering procedures for dogs

and cats:

a. A spay/neuter clinic operated by the county or
city.

b. A spay/neuter clinic operated by a private

organi zati on under contract or other
arrangenment with the county or city.

cC. A contract or contracts with one or nore
veterinarians, whether or not |located within
t he county, to provide reduced-cost spaying
and neutering procedures.

d. Subvention of the spaying and neutering costs
incurred by |owincome pet owners through the
use of vouchers or other procedure that
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provi des a discount of the cost of the spaying
or neutering procedure fixed by a
participating veterinarian or other provider.

e. Subvention of the spaying and neutering costs
i ncurred by persons who adopt a pet from an
ani mal shelter operated by or under contract
with the county or city.

(2) Reserved for future codification purposes.

(b) For purposes of this Article, the term"lowincone
person" shall mean an individual who qualifies for one or nore
of the progranms of public assistance adm nistered by the
Departnment pursuant to Chapter 108A of the General Statutes.
(2000-163, s. 1.)

8§ 19A-64. Distributions to counties and cities from
Spay/ Neut er Account .

(a) Rei nbursabl e Costs. - Counties and cities eligible for
distributions fromthe Spay/ Neuter Account nay receive
rei mbursement for the direct costs of a spay/neuter surgical
procedure for a dog or cat owned by a | owincome person neeting
the Department's eligibility requirenments for spay/neuter
services. Reimbursable costs shall include anesthesia,
medi cation, and veterinary services. Counties and cities shal
not be reinbursed for the administrative costs of providing
reduced-cost spay/ neuter services or capital expenditures for
facilities and equi pnent associated with the provision of such
servi ces.

(b) Application. - A county or city eligible for
rei mbursement of spaying and neutering costs fromthe
Spay/ Neut er Account shall apply to the Departnent of Health and
Human Services by the | ast day of January, April, July, and
Oct ober of each year to receive a distribution fromthe Account
for that quarter. The application shall be submitted in the form

requi red by the Departnment and shall include an item zed listing
of the costs for which rei mbursenent is sought.
(c) Distribution. - The Departnent shall nmake paynents from

t he Spay/ Neuter Account to eligible counties and cities who have
made tinely application for reinbursenment within 30 days of the
closing date for receipt of applications for that quarter. In
the event that total requests for reinbursenment exceed the
amounts avail able in the Spay/ Neuter Account for distribution,
the nmonies available will be distributed as foll ows:
(1) Fifty percent (50% of the nonies available in the

Spay/ Neut er Account shall be reserved for

rei mbursenment for eligible applicants within

enterprise tier one, two, and three areas as

defined in G S. 105-129.3. The remaining fifty

percent (50% of the funds shall be used to fund

rei mbursenment requests fromeligible applicants in

enterprise tier four and five areas as defined in

G S. 105-129. 3.

(2) Anpng the eligible counties and cities in

enterprise tier one, two, and three areas,

rei mbursement shall be made to each eligible county

or city in proportion to the number of dogs and

cats that have received rabies vaccinations during
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the preceding fiscal year in that county or city as
conpared to the nunber of dogs and cats that have
recei ved rabi es vaccinations during the preceding
fiscal year by all of the eligible applicants in
enterprise tier one, two, or three areas.

(3) Anpng the eligible counties and cities in
enterprise tier four and five areas, reinbursenent
shall be made to each eligible county or city in
proportion to the nunmber of dogs and cats that have
recei ved rabies vaccinations during the preceding
fiscal year in that county or city as conpared to
the nunmber of dogs and cats that have received
rabi es vaccinations during the preceding fisca
year by all of the eligible applicants in
enterprise tier four and five areas.

(4) Should funds remain available fromthe fifty
percent (50% of the Spay/Neuter Account designated
for enterprise tier one, two, or three areas after
rei mbursement of all clainms by eligible applicants
in those areas, the remaining funds shall be nmade
available to reinburse eligible applicants in
enterprise tier four and five areas. (2000-163, s.
1.)

§ 19A-65. Annual Report Required From Every Ani mal Shelter
in Receipt of State or Local Funding.

Every county or city aninmal shelter, or animal shelter
operated under contract with a county or city or otherwise in
receipt of State or local funding shall prepare an annual report
setting forth the numbers, by species, of aninmals received into
the shelter, the nunmber adopted out, the nunber returned to
owner, and the number destroyed. The report shall also contain
the total operating expenses of the shelter and the cost per
ani mal handl ed. The report shall be filed with the Departnent of
Heal th and Human Services by August 1 of each year. (2000-163,
s. 5.)
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